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Stanford University Fracking Case Study 

Hello Roy, 

My name is Usua Amanam, and I am currently a junior at Stanford University. As engineering majors here, we are 
required to take a course that investigates the inherent social connections between the general field of engineering and 
society as a whole. In it, we have been posed with an assignment to find a current ethical issue in engineering. My partner 
and I decided on the heavily debated issue of hydraulic fracturing, as I am an intended reservoir engineer. I find this issue 
very pertinent, not only to me, as a hopeful engineer, but the country as a whole. Whether it be an increased supply of 
natural gas that could help steer the US to its ultimate goal of energy independence, or pollution, whether it be 
groundwater or, more conventionally, air, this issue effects us all. The case in Dimock, Pennsylvania is extremely 
intriguing to me, because, not only does it provides a case study, but it also, I guess you can say, has helped set 
precedent in other tracking cases. In structuring my presentation, I would find it extremely helpful to receive a detailed 
argument from you discussing your views on the case, the EPA's involvement in not only this specific issue, but tracking in 
general, what you have encountered (in terms of public outcry, public views of the tracking issue, and what oil and gas 
companies like Cabot, do in order relegate or avert warranted, or unwarranted, blame). I understand that you are a very 
busy individual, and have a lot on your plate, but I would greatly appreciate your input in order to provide a detailed, 
balanced argument for my class. I am scheduled to present on Tuesday, June 5th, 2012, so any feedback prior to 
Monday, June 4th, 2012 would be great. I know this is short notice, but I look forward to hearing back from you. Thank 
you again for your time! 

Regards, 

Usua Amanam 
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